The genus Monohelea was founded by Eaeffer (1917) for a new species, hieroglyphica, from Paraguay, and three other American species were included: Ceratopogon seguax Williston, 1896; C. macuLipennis CoquLllett, 1905; and C. nebulosa Coquillett, 1901. Since then a number of species have been added to the genus, including representatives from each of the world's zoogeographic regions. However, with the exception of Lee's (1948) treatment of the eight Australasian species, no comprehensive paper on the genus has yet appeared.
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